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  CURRY COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
94235 MOORE STREET, SUITE 113 

GOLD BEACH, OREGON 97444 

 

Becky Crockett                                     Phone (541) 247-3228 
 Planning Director                                    FAX     (541) 247-4579 

 

Curry County Community Development Department 

  Staff Report  

 

Application AD-2223 is a request for Conditional Use approval for operation of a green 

waste (yard debris and Sudden Oak Death, SOD) composting facility at the Riley Creek 

Quarry (Ned Stearns Quarry) in the Forestry Grazing (FG) zoning district.   

 

Background Information 

 

Owner/Applicant: Kenneth and Amie Barnard 

  94583 Quarry Road 

  Gold Beach, OR  97444 

 

Property Description: Assessor’s Map 37-14-00, Tax Lot 1600 

 

Location Subject property is located 1 mile east of Gold Beach.   

 

Existing Development: Quarry site for the Department of Geology and Mineral 

Industries (DOGAMI) permitted Ned Kearns Quarry.  

 

Proposed Development: An approximately fifteen (15) acre green waste 

composting operation on the existing sixty (60) acre rock 

quarry site. 

 

Access: Access is east from Highway 101 in Gold Beach on to 6th 

Street and then on to Quarry Road to the site.  

 

Adjacent Land Uses:     Surrounding land use is forestry.  Within ¼ mile there 

are several residential homes. 

 

Zone: Forestry Grazing (FG)  
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Acreage:  Parcel is 161.51 acres  

 

Applicable Review Criteria 

 

The proposed application for a green waste composting operation located one (1) mile east of 

Gold Beach must be found in compliance with the following sections of the Curry County 

Zoning Ordinance (CCZO). 

 

Curry County Zoning Ordinance (CCZO) 

 

Section 2.090 Procedure for Conditional and Permitted Use Permits 

Section 3.050      Forestry Grazing (FG) 

Section 3.052 (23) Disposal Site or Transfer Station for Solid Waste – 

DEQ Permit Required 

Section 3.056 Fire Safety Standards for Roads 

Section 3.400 Storm and Surface Water Management Standards 

Section 7.040       Standards Governing Conditional Uses  

Section 7.040 (27) Solid Waste Disposal Facilities – DEQ Permit Required 

 

Project Information (Brief Summary) 

 

Project Description.  The applicant proposes to utilize an approximate fifteen (15) acre area 

within a sixty (60) acre quarry site for the composting operation.  Green debris to be 

composted is anticipated to be delivered by Curry Transfer and Recycling (CTR) at a volume 

of 10,000-15,000 cubic yards per year.  The incoming debris will be stockpiled, processed by a 

contractor grinding crew and placed in composting windrows.  The windrows will be 

approximately ten (10) feet wide, eight (8) feet high and sixty (60) feet long.  The windrows 

will be turned frequently to maintain the decomposition process.  Odor is released during the 

turning process and it takes five (5) to ten (10) days to turn all of the windrows.  Mature 

compost is then screened and stockpiled.  Initially, finished compost will be used on site and 

for demonstration plots.  Future sales will include bulk wholesale for local customers and a 

bagged product for retail.  A map of the proposed operation is included herein. 

Traffic/Residential.  The applicant has submitted a Traffic Management Plan (Pg. 5 of the 

Operating Plan) which states the facility will only accept green debris from authorized dump 

trucks and semi with trailers 6 am to 6 pm Monday-Friday.  Based on estimated volumes this 

would be 150 trucks per year or 13 trucks per month.  Peak use is expected to be less than 6 

deliveries per week.  The applicant notes that the truck route will be checked each day for 

spilled debris. The truck route is from Highway 101 in central Gold Beach onto 6th Street 

which is a city neighborhood.  The route then proceeds along Riley Creek behind Riley School 

before it enters a rural residential neighborhood.  It then proceeds up a hill to the composting 



AD-2223:  Barnard Composting Facility Page 3 

site.  Potential impacts include truck acceleration/deceleration speed and noise, green debris 

waste spillage, pedestrian (including children) conflicts, and diesel odors.  The applicant states 
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that no unmuffled engine braking will be allowed and residents will be provided a direct phone 

number to report careless truck driving. 

Odor.  The composting process will create odor, especially during turning of the windrows.  

The applicant states that turning will occur when winds are calm to reduce off-site odors.  

There are eighteen (18) residences located within ¼ mile of the site.  The applicant has 

submitted a Pathogen and Odor Management Plan and states that the method of minimizing 

odor is “selecting days with favorable weather conditions”.  “Specifically, days with mild 

temperatures, little to no wind and little to no rain.”  The applicant has not provided data to 

show how many days that these favorable conditions exist for the site.  The applicant is 

proposing to provide a phone number to the 18 residences within ¼ mile of the site so they can 

log an odor complaint which will be responded to within 24 hours and will self-report odor 

complaints to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

Agencies with Jurisdiction.  There are several state agencies that have jurisdiction for this 

application.  They include the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), Oregon Department 

of Forestry (ODF), Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD), DOGAMI 

and DEQ.  These agencies have been cautiously supportive of the green waste composting 

concept and waiting for the County’s decision before they proceed with their detailed 

evaluation and subsequent decisions.   

Sudden Oak Death (SOD) Handling.  SOD is a disease caused by the water mold 

Phytophthora ramorum, an internationally quarantined plant pathogen that is killing tanoaks 

and infecting a wide array of other native plants in Curry County.  It is a series threat to 

Oregon’s forest and nursery industries. Douglas-fir, grand fir, coast redwood, Pacific madrone, 

Pacific rhododendron, evergreen huckleberry, and many other tree and shrub species common 

in Oregon forests are also susceptible.  SOD was discovered in Curry County in 2001.  The 

pathogen that causes SOD thrives in cool, wet coastal climates and survives in infested plant 

material, litter, soil and water.  It can spread in several ways including rain and fog wash 

spores from treetops onto tree trunks, shrubs and other vegetation near the forest floor; wind 

and rain can carry spores from treetop to treetop across landscapes; and people can 

inadvertently transport spores by moving infected plants, infected plant parts or infested soil.  

 

According to the Oregon Department of Forestry, there was a treatment for SOD on the subject 

property in 2021 (map attached).  There is also an active SOD site to the north of the Barnard 

property that has not been treated.  There has not been much surveying on the site since 2021. 

 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) entered into a Compliance Agreement with 

Ken Barnard in February 2020 for the purpose of composting SOD contaminated debris at the 

site.  The Compliance Agreement identifies specific conditions and requirements to minimize 

the spread of SOD.  The Agreement ends on December 31, 2022.  The Planning Department 

authorized moving forward with this Agreement by signing a Land Use Compatibility 

Statement (LUCS) in 2020.  The primary requirements of the Agreement include sanitation, 
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temperature monitoring, verification of temperatures via record keeping and chipping the 

green waste prior to composting.  There is also a prohibition stating that “no composted  
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material is allowed to be moved out of the generally infested area (GIA) as defined in 2012.  It 

should be noted that since the inception of the Agreement, the GIA for SOD has significantly 

grown due to several infestations found in the Port Orford area. 

 

The applicant has not provided information on how SOD infected green waste will be handled 

to prevent further potential infection and spread of the disease in the surrounding forest 

ecosystem.  Also of concern is the statement in the application that “the haul route will be 

checked daily for spilled debris”.  This implies that uncovered loads of SOD infected green 

waste will be transported through the neighborhoods and on to the site. 

 

Summary of Potential Significant Impacts.  Planning staff began working with the applicant 

in July 2021 to describe the land use requirements and process.  There has been numerous 

correspondence on several issues, some of which staff continues to be concerned that they 

have not been adequately addressed.  In accordance with Oregon land use law, the applicant is 

responsible to present an application that addresses the land use findings.   

 

There are six areas of concern that staff believes have not been adequately addressed for 

this proposed green waste composting project.  They include: 

• Odor Management 

• Sudden Oak Death (SOD) containment 

• Stormwater Management including effluent/leachate into groundwater 

• Fire Risk 

• Traffic Impacts to Neighborhoods 

• Requirement for Applicant to Conduct a Community Meeting (SB 462) 

 

These issues of concern are addressed below in the Findings. 

 

Findings 

 

Section 2.090 - Procedure for Conditional and Permitted Use Permits - After accepting a  

completed application for Administrative Action pursuant to Section 2.060, the Director shall  

act on or cause a hearing to be held on the application pursuant to Section 2.062. 

 

Finding:  The final application for an Administrative Conditional Use permit was submitted 

on October 12, 2022, and determined to be complete on October 17, 2022.  At that time, the 

Planning Director determined that it was probable that there would be interest in the project by  

surrounding property owners and interested persons who live in the area, and that these  

persons would desire to have a public hearing.  Therefore, the Planning Director is referring  

the proposed project to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and subsequent  

consideration of a decision.  This finding is met. 
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Section 3.050 – Forestry Grazing (FG) Zone - The Forestry Grazing (FG) zone is applied to 

resource areas of the county where the primary land use is commercial forestry with some 

intermixed agricultural uses for livestock uses.  The purpose of the Forestry Grazing Zone is: 

a. to implement the forest land policies of the Curry County Comprehensive Plan; and 

b. to implement the Statewide Planning Goal 4 with respect to forest lands in the 

county; and 

c. to implement the agricultural land policies of the Curry County Comprehensive 

Plan with respect to livestock grazing and related farm uses which are intermixed 

with forest land in some parts of the county; and 

d. to implement Statewide Planning Goal 3 with respect to intermixed farmland forest 

land in the county. 

 

Finding: This section of the CCZO states the purpose of the Forestry Grazing zoning district.  

The primary use currently established on the 161 acre site is non-active quarry mining and 

forestry. The Forestry Grazing zone provides for  a “disposal site or transfer station for solid 

waste approved by Curry County for which the ODEQ has granted a permit under ORS 

459.245”.  The applicant has submitted a Conditional Use application for a proposed use that 

is consistent with the purpose and the identified conditional uses allowed in the Forestry 

Grazing zoning district.  This criterion has been met. 

 

Section 3.052 – Conditional Uses Subject to Administrative Approval by the Director – 

This section of the Curry County Zoning Ordinance states: The following uses may be allowed 

provided a land use application is submitted pursuant to Section 2.060 of the Curry County 

Zoning Ordinance and the Planning Director approves the proposed use based upon relevant 

standards for review in this Ordinance.  Numbers in parenthesis following the uses indicate 

the standards described in Section 7.040 that must be met to approve the use.”  Item 23 of 

Section 3.052 states:   Disposal site or transfer station for solid waste approved by Curry 

County for which the ODEQ has granted a permit under ORS 459.245, together with 

equipment, facilities or buildings necessary for the operation.  

  

Finding:  The use of the site for a composting project which is a type of disposal site that 

requires a DEQ permit, is identified as being allowed within the Forestry Grazing (FG) zoning 

district through the review and compliance with the applicable conditional use standards in the 

CCZO.   The applicant has submitted a conditional use application for a public hearing and 

review by the Planning Commission under the provisions of CCZO Section 2.060 (1) (2).  The 

CCZO Section 3.052 identifies the proposed use as being allowed through a conditional use 

review subject to DEQ issuing a disposal permit under ORS 459.245. This criterion can be met 

provided DEQ issues a disposal permit for the proposed project.    
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Section 3.052 (17) – Uses on Resource Land – The following three criteria are required to be 

addressed for the proposed compost use in the Forestry Grazing zoning district: 

a) The proposed use will not force a significant change in, or significantly increase 

the cost of, accepted farming or forest practices on agricultural or forest land. 

Finding:  The area proposed for composting (quarry site) has not historically and is not 

currently used for farming or forestry.  The area has been utilized almost exclusively as 

a rock quarry for many years.  The proposed use will not force a change in or 

significantly increases the cost of farm or forest practices because these uses do not 

exist in the rock quarry.  This criterion is met. 

 

b) The proposed use will not significantly increase fire suppression costs or 

significantly increase the risks to fire suppression personnel. 

Finding:   Fires at composting and mulching facilities happen frequently (BioCycle, 

2019).  The primary cause of these fires is spontaneous combustion.  As temperatures 

increase in the woody debris stockpiles and the compost windrows, the material heat 

can accelerate towards ignition temperatures.  Spontaneous combustion usually leads to 

a smoldering fire.  If enough oxygen is suddenly supplied by aeration in turning the 

windrows or by opening up a stockpile, temperatures will increase immediately 

creating a flaming fire. 

 

The applicant identifies a Fire Suppression plan in the application submittal.  The plan 

includes the following tasks that are to take place annually: 

• On-site risk assessment by Riley Creek management and the Gold Beach Fire 

Department. 

• Review of local and state regulation requirements with the Gold Beach Fire 

Department. 

• The installation of appropriate fire protection equipment as recommended by 

Gold Beach Fire Department. 

• Audit, inspection and maintenance of fire protection equipment. 

• Training of on-site staff in the event of fire how to quickly respond with the 

appropriate fire suppression apparatuses 

The applicant has not submitted the required Fire Chief Notification form required, nor 

is there evidence in the application of communication with the Gold Beach Fire Chief 

regarding an “on-site risk assessment” to be completed annually.  This criterion has not 

been met for this application. 

 

c)  A written statement is to be recorded with the deed or written contract with the 

County or its equivalent shall be obtained from the land owner which recognizes 

the rights of adjacent and nearby land owners to conduct forest operations 
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consistent with the Oregon Forest Practices Act and related Oregon Administrative 

Rules. 

Finding:   The applicant will be required to record a written statement which 

recognizes the rights of adjacent and nearby land owners to conduct forest operations 

consistent with the Oregon Forest Practices Act and related Oregon Administrative 

Rules. With this statement recorded, this criterion is met.  

Section  3.056. Fire Safety Standards for Roads  The following special road standards shall apply 

within the Forestry Grazing (FG) zoning designation. These special road standards shall not apply to 

private roads accessing only commercial forest uses that do not include permanent dwellings or 

structures. The purpose of the rule is to provide adequate access for fire fighting equipment. 

1. Roads and driveways shall have a drivable surface width of sixteen (16) feet. 

2. Roads and driveways shall have an all weather drivable surface of gravel or rock. 

3. Roads and driveways shall have an unobstructed horizontal clearance of not less than 

sixteen (16) feet and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than twelve (12) feet. 

4. Average grade for an road or driveway shall not exceed thirteen and one-half (13.5%) 

percent for any one mile of road length; or exceed twenty (20%) percent for any four 

hundred (400) consecutive feet of road length. 

5. Roads and driveways shall have a drivable surfaced turnaround which has either a 

thirty-five (35) foot radius cul-de-sac, or a sixty (60) foot "T-shaped" design for the 

turning of fire fighting equipment. 

6. Roads, driveways, bridges and culverts shall be designed and maintained to support a 

minimum gross weight (GVW) of 50,000 pounds for the passage of fire fighting vehicles 

or equipment.  

7. Bridges or culverts which are part of the construction of the road or driveway to the 

dwelling or structure shall have written verification from a Professional Engineer, 

licensed in the State of Oregon, that the structure can meet the 50,000 pound 

construction standard.  

8. All bridges shall be inspected and certified as to compliance with the 50,000 pound 

construction standard at an interval not greater than once every two years from the date 

of this ordinance. The inspection report shall be filed with the Curry County Road 

Department. 

9. Variations from these standards may be granted through the provisions of Article VIII 

of this ordinance. The applicant shall provide a written statement from the governing 

board of the fire protection district having responsibility for structural fire protection in 

the area where the new dwelling or structure is to be located which states that their fire-

fighting vehicles and equipment can negotiate the proposed road and driveway. 

 

Finding:  The access roads to the proposed composting facility are in excellent shape and well  

maintained.  However, the route does contain bridges and culverts which require review and  

approval for weight limits by the Gold Beach Fire Department.  As noted above, the applicant 

has not submitted the required Gold Beach Fire Chief notification form required.  It is not known  

if there has been communication with Gold Beach Fire regarding this proposed composting  
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project.  This criterion is not met for this application. 

 

Section 3.400 – Storm and Surface Water Management Standards This ordinance incudes 

standards for conveyance of surface water to streams, creek, and channels.  It also addresses 

pollution reduction and flow control for stormwater generated from new and redevelopment.  

For the purpose of this ordinance, “new” and “redevelopment” refers to any man-made change 

to improved or unimproved real estate including, but not limited to the placement of buildings 

or other structures, dredging, filling, grading, or paving.   

 

This section of the CCZO requires the submittal of a Stormwater Management Plan with 

calculations to determine the amount of stormwater that needs to be managed and a plan for 

Infiltration, Treatment and Detention for the anticipated stormwater on the site.  Further, CCZO 

Section 7.010 Authorization to Grant or Deny Conditional Uses states: In permitting a 

conditional or permitted use the County may impose conditions in addition to the provisions set 

for uses within each zone in order to protect the best interests of the surrounding property, the 

neighborhood, or the County as a whole.  Pursuant to Section 7.010 of the CCZO, the applicant 

also needs to address the issue of compost effluent (discharge of contaminated water into waters 

of the state) and leachate (contaminated water percolating through a solid waste facility) from 

the operation due to stormwater or irrigation to the stockpiles or compost windrows. 

 

Finding:  The applicant has submitted a Storm Water Pollution Control Plan (SWPCP) and 

additional information on the quantity of stormwater expected to within a 25-year storm in the 

area of the composting operation.  These documents contain little information on the 

management of stormwater and a lot of information on regulatory requirements for other state 

agencies (DEQ and DOGAMI).  The plan does not satisfy the stormwater requirements for 

CCZO Section 3.400 nor does it satisfy the request made by staff to address the need for a 

concrete slab to insure protection of the soil and groundwater from effluent or leachate.  The 

SWPCP identifies the primary method of stormwater management as infiltration both to a 

vegetated slab and to the main graveled Quarry Road.  There are no soils or groundwater data 

to determine if infiltration of effluent or leachate will impact wetlands (waters of the state) or 

flow towards Riley Creek.  Compost operations generate effluent water and leachate from both 

rain events (stormwater) and from on-site irrigation of the stockpiles and compost windrows.  

This criterion has not been met. 

 

Section 7.040 Standards Governing Conditional Uses (Section 3.052 (1)) – In addition to 

the standards of the zone in which the conditional use is located and the other standards in 

this ordinance, conditional uses must meet the following standards: 

 

 Conditional Uses Generally 

a. The County may require property line set-backs or building height restrictions other 

than those specified in Article IV in order to render the proposed conditional use 

compatible with surrounding land use. 
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Finding:   The proposed green waste composting use does not include any permanent 

structures.   No additional setbacks or building height restrictions are required; therefore, this 

criterion is met. 

 

b. The County may require access to the property, off-street parking, additional lot 

area, or buffering requirements other than those specified in Article IV in order to 

render the proposed conditional use compatible with surrounding land uses. 

 

Finding:    No additional requirements other than those specified in Article IV are required for 

this proposed use.   

 

c.  The County may require that the development be constructed to standards more 

restrictive than the Uniform Building Code or the general codes in order to comply 

with the specific standards established and conditions imposed in granting the 

conditional use permit for the proposed use. 

 

Finding:   The green waste composting use will be required to meet all applicable Federal, 

State and County regulations.   This criterion is can be met with conditions. 

 

d. If the proposed conditional use involves development that will use utility services; 

the applicant shall provide statements from the affected utilities that they have 

reviewed the applicant’s proposed plans.  These statements shall explicitly set forth 

the utilities’ requirements, terms and conditions providing or expanding service to 

the proposed development and shall be adopted by the Commission or Director as 

part of the conditional use permit. 

 

Finding:   The applicant has not submitted the required Notification letters from the utility 

serve providers. This criterion has not been met. 

 

e. If the proposed conditional use involves the development or expansion of a 

community or non-community public water system, the applicant shall submit a 

water right permit(s) or documentation that a permit is not required from the 

Oregon Water Resources Department which indicates that the applicant has the 

right to divert a sufficient quantity of water from the proposed source to meet the 

projected need for the proposed use for the next twenty year planning period. 

 

Finding:  The proposed development of the subject property does not involve the development 

or expansion of a community or non-community public water system.  Therefore, this standard 

is not applicable. 
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f. If the proposed conditional use involves the development or expansion of a 

community or non-community public water system, the applicant shall install a raw 

water supply flow monitoring device (flow meter) on the water system and shall 

record the quantity of water used in the system on a monthly basis.  The monthly 

record of water usage shall be reported to the Curry County Department of Public 

Services-Planning Division and Health Department Sanitarian on an annual basis. 

 

Finding:  The proposed development of the subject property does not involve the development 

or expansion of a community or non-community public water system.  Therefore, this standard 

is not applicable. 

 

g. If the proposed conditional use included the development or expansion of a 

community or non-community public water system and the use is located within the 

service area of a city or special district water system the applicant shall utilize the 

city or special district water system rather than developing an independent public 

water system.  An independent community or non-community public water system 

can be developed for the use if the applicant can prove that it would be physically or 

economically not feasible to connect to the city or special district water system.  The 

city or special district must concur in the conclusion that connection of the proposed 

use is not feasible. 

 

Finding:  The proposed development of the subject property does not involve the development 

or expansion of a community or non-community public water system.  Therefore, this standard 

is not applicable.  

 

Section 7.050 Time Limit on a Permit for Conditional Uses – Authorization of a conditional 

use shall become null and void after one year unless substantial construction has taken place 

or an extension has been granted. 

 

Finding:  In order to comply with Section 7.050 of the CCZO, the conditional use for a green 

waste composting facility will include a condition that the approval expires if development 

does not commence within one year and if an extension is not requested by the applicant and 

granted by the Planning Director. 

 

Section 7.040 (27) Solid Waste Disposal Facilities – DEQ Permit Required 

 

27. Solid waste disposal facilities. 

 

a) The facility shall meet the performance and permitting requirements of 

the Department of Environmental Quality under ORS 459.245. 
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Finding:   The requirements of the DEQ permit can be included as a condition 

of this conditional use application.  This criterion can be met. 

 

b) The facility shall be designed to minimize conflicts with existing and 

permitted uses allowed under plan designations for adjacent parcels as 

outlined in policies of the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Finding:  The primary potential conflict to existing permitted uses is to the 

residential neighborhoods along 6th Street in Gold Beach and the eighteen 

residences located within ¼ miles of the composting site.  Issues of potential 

conflict include truck traffic and odors.  The proposed odor control plan lacks 

details on identification of odor management actions including covering the 

facility, utilizing industrial fans to redirect odors, using an odor scrubber or 

project abatement if the odors cannot be contained.  Multiple compost 

operations around the country have been closed down due to odor complaints.  

This criterion has not been met. 

 

c) The facility must be of a size and design to minimize noise or other 

detrimental effects when located adjacent to farm, forest and grazing 

dwellings(s) or a residential zone. 

 

Finding:  The facility will require large construction type equipment on site 

and will also include large trucks that generate noise.  The applicant will 

prohibit the use of Jake brakes on trucks and has stated that “because of the 

location most sounds are absorbed by our surrounding hills and will be limited 

to standard business hours of operation”.  Staff is concerned that noise from the 

operation will impact the closely located neighbors.  This criterion has not been 

met. 

 

 

d) The facility does not constitute an unnecessary fire hazard.  If located in 

a forested area, the County shall condition approval to ensure that 

minimum fire safety measures will be taken, which may include but are 

not limited to the following: 

 

(1) The area surrounding the facility is kept free from litter and 

debris. 

 

(2) Fencing will be installed around the facility, if deemed 

appropriate to protect adjacent farm crops or timber stand. 

 

(3) If the proposed facility is located in a forested area, construction 

materials shall be fire resistant or treated with a fire retardant 

substance and the applicant will be required to remove forest 

fuels within [130 feet] of structures. 
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Finding:  The applicant has not submitted evidence of coordination with the 

Gold Beach Fire Chief to comply with the fire safety requirements of the 

CCZO.  This criterion has not been met.  

 

e) The facility shall adequately protect fish and wildlife resources by 

meeting minimum Oregon State Department of Forestry regulations. 

 

Finding:  The proposed facility meets the minimum ODF requirements to 

protect fish and wildlife resources.  However, ODF relies on the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) for information regarding protections 

of fish and wildlife species.  ODFW has been contacted by staff but did not 

respond to this proposed application at this time.  They are likely to have input 

by the Planning Commission meeting.  Of specific concern is the potential for 

effluent or leachate to enter waters that could impact Riley Creek. This criterion 

is dependent on comments from ODFW. 

 

f) Access roads or easements for the facility shall be improved to the 

County’s Transportation System Plan standards and comply with 

grades recommended by the Public Works Director. 

 

Finding:  The access roads for the facility meet the County’s Transportation 

System Plan standards and grades.  This criterion is met. 

 

g) Road construction for the facility must be consistent with the intent and 

purposes set forth in the Oregon Forest Practices Act to minimize soil 

disturbance and help maintain water quality. 

 

Finding:  The applicant is not proposing to construct new roads for the facility 

therefore this criterion is no applicable. 

 

h) Hours of operation for the facility shall be limited to 8 am to 7 pm. 

 

Finding:  These hours of operation can be included in the conditions for the 

composting facility.  This criterion can be met. 

 

i) Comply with other conditions deemed necessary. 

 

Finding:  The applicant needs to provide a more comprehensive program for 

addressing odor management, SOD containment, stormwater management 

(including effluent and leachate) and traffic impacts to residential 

neighborhoods.  The applicant is also required to coordinate with the Gold 

Beach Fire Chief and submit a plan to address all the Fire Safety requirements 

of the CCZO.  Further, the applicant needs to hold a community meeting (SB 

462) to discuss the composting operation with the neighborhoods and 

specifically address odor management.  This criterion has not been met. 



 December �, 
�
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Staff Recommendation 

 

Application AD-2223 for Conditional Use approval to authorize a green waste composting 

facility in the existing Ned Kearns Quarry on property zoned Forestry Grazing (FG) located on 

Assessor’s Map 37-14 Section 00, Tax Lot 1600 is recommended for either: 

 

1. Denial based on multiple findings not being met satisfactorily with the allowance for 

the applicant to resubmit a new, concise application in one (1) year that addresses the 

concerns raised in this staff report; or 

2. Continued hearing before the Planning Commission with a request for the applicant 

to address the items noted in the staff report as unsatisfactory at this time. 


